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Manchester has elicited attention to the subject here, and
we may look in the future for some remarkable changes in
the administration of medical relief consistent with the pro-
gress of the times in which we live.
Birmingham, Feb. lath.

LIVERPOOL.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE ROYAL INFIRMARY.

THE clinical work at the Royal Infirmary is going on
actively. Although the number of beds in the temporary
buildings is considerably less than in the old infirmary, now
pulled down, and in the magnificent new buildings now in
course of erection, there is abundance of well-selected
material for clinical instruction. The reduced number of
beds has compelled the physicians and surgeons to select
the more acute and therefore the better clinical cases, the
chronic cases being admitted elsewhere.

In the medical wards there are the following cases. One
of pneumothorax occurring suddenly in an apparently
healthy man; he is recovering. Two cases of disseminated
sclerosis of the spinal cord, and one of Cruveilhier’s paralysis.
One of perichondritis of the larynx, in which sloughing
of part of the mucous membrane had taken place; the
slough had come away, and the patient was recovering. In
the female ward there is a very interesting case; the

patient, a young woman, has left hemiplegia and hemi-
anaesthesia, with single optic neuritis. There is also a case
of syphilitic laryngitis with ulceration of vocal cords-
psoriasis rupoides. Two cases of women who had the
uterine appendages removed some years ago; one was

suffering from phthisis, the other from intestinal obstruc-
tion. Recently a patient died from intestinal mycosis. The
nature of the mycosis was uncertain. The patient, a young
woman, had worked in Bradford. This fact suggested the
possibility of anthrax, but its bacilli were not discovered.
Among other recent cases there have been one of h3 dro-
phobia and one of Addison’s disease.
In the surgical wards are, among others, the following

cases. One of traumatic aneurysm of the popliteal artery,
for which Mr. Bickersteth tied the femoral artery on the
6th inst. A case of double inguinal hernia; operated on,
Dec. 17th last. Case of hydrocele of the spermatic cord
with strangulated hernia; operation, 7th inst. Cases of per-
forating ulcer of the sole of the foot, of ulceration of palate,
and of tumour of the breast; this last underwent operation
on the 2nd inst. There are also two cases of hip-joint
disease, two of strumous knee, one of nephrotomy, one of
median cy&totomy, one of umbilical hernia, one of false
neuroma, amputation of arm for malignant disease, and
excision of elbow. From these it will be seen that there is
no lack of material for the clinical study of both medical
and surgical cases.

THE ROYAL SOUTHERN HOSPITAL.

At the annual meeting of the above hospital, held on the
13th inst., it was announced that Mr. Robert Hamilton had
resigned his office of surgeon to the hospital, which he had
held for a period of thirty-one years. It was stated that the
wards had been very full during the past year in conse-
quence of the rebuilding of the Royal Infirmary. The
new horse ambulance had done good service, but there
was urgent need for increased support.
Liverpool, Feb. 14th.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(From our own Correspondent.)

GATESHEAD GUARDIANS AND THE WHITE LEAD

MANUFACTURE.

IN a previous note I referred to the action of the Gates-
head guardians arising out of the number of persons
becoming chargeable to the union owing to the effects of
lead-poisoning; and the guardians passed a resolution
calling for the substitution of machinery for female labour
in this deleterious employment. A reply to their remonstrance
to the Local Government Board has now been received, and

the letter states that the Secretary of State had been advised
that, looking at the construction of white-lead works,
covering as they did a large space of ground, it was not
possible to require machinery to be used, even if it were
proved beyond contention that white lead could be produced
in existing works as a commercial success by the aid of
machinery. There were two methods, the letter went on to
say, by which the production of white lead would be free
from danger: one was the production of the article as a
sulphate of lead, which was innocuous, in place of
carbonate of lead; the other was the manufacture of
carbonate of lead by mechanical means, by which the
workpeople did not come in actual contact with the
material, all the processes being carried on in. covered
vehicles and by machinery. Many experiments and
inventions had been made in that direction, but hitherto
except in one instance, none had succeeded commerciallyP
In the discussion on the reading of this, one of the guardians
expressed his belief that it had been proved beyond a doubt
that white lead could be made of better quality and cheapen
by machinery. Of course, if this statement is correct the
adaptation of machinery to this dangerous employment i&
only a question of time. Meantime, the danger might be 

‘

mitigated by the observance of strict cleanliness and neces-
sary precautions on the part of the employ&eacute;s, and the wearing.
of the simple but efficient respirator suggested and shown
at the Newcastle Royal Exhibition by our fellow-citizen
and confrre, Mr. H. W. Newton.

LIDDELL PROVIDENT DISPENSARY, JARROW.
The Liddell Dispensary at Jarrow is a very large concern;..

as will be seen from the following figures quoted at its late
annual meeting. The membership on Dec. 31st last was as
follows: Twelve friendly societies, representing 853 mem
bers, and family members, representing 2080 persons. The

: medical report stated that the visits to patients’ houses
numbered 6910; consultations at dispensary, 10,037; pre-
scriptions dispensed, 15,824. There is no mention in the
newspaper report of the remuneration received by the
medical officer for this immense amount of work; it is,.

. however, to be hoped that it is commensurate with the
’ 

labour, and that provision for superannuation is not over-
r 

looked by the governors.
, 

DURHAM COUNTY HOSPITAL.

At the annual meeting of the governors of the Durham.
, County Hospital, it was stated that 340 in-patients and
1 856 out-patients had been treated during the year. Alto-
- gether there had been a total of 1588 cases treated, nct
!, counting minor operations, teeth extraction, &c. There had
1 been a small excess of income over expenditure. On the-
t other hand, the Hospital Sunday and Saturday collections
f show an increase of about X52 over those of previous years.
le NEWCASTLE LYING-IN HOSPITAL.
d The report of the committee presented te the governors-
s of the Newcastle Lying-in Hospital, Dr. Nesham presiding,

shows that 263 cases had been attended during the year,
and that no death had occurred. The financial state oi!
the hospital was satisfactory, the sum due to the bankers.

e having been reduced to about .638.
d Newcastle-on-Tyne, Feb. 15th.

GLASGOW.
(From our own Correspondent.)

GLASGOW UNIVERSITY EXTENSION: " ST. MUNGO’S COLLEGE.’"
THE University has now made public its scheme for the

extension of University teaching. This is to be worked by
a board on which we find as members the Senate and a large
representation of the general public interested in education..
Courses of lectures are to be delivered in Glasgow and the
neighbourhood, to be followed by examination in due time-
and the distribution of certificates. A similar scheme has
worked well in the University towns in England, and ought
to do equally well here. But a much more sweeping plan of
reform ab extra is now fairly before the public. There has
just been issued the text of a Bill which has been introduced
in the House of Commons providing for the erection of the
medical school of the Royal Infirmary into " St. Mungo’s
College of the University of Glasgow." This is to be done,
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according to the single short preamble with which the Bill
open?, not in the interests of the Royal Infirmary,
but in the interests of learning, and more especially
of medical education and science." It would have been
of some advantage to those outside Glasgow and not
familiar with the facts ot the case and the precedents
of the agitation if some evidence of the existence of this
- disinterested motive had been furnished; certainly some
justification of such an extraordinary proposal ought to
have been given by reference to the origin of the school
it is proposed to elevate, to its career during the past
ten years, and to its future prospects. The silence of
of the Bill on these essential points is well understood in
Glasgow. Turning to the thirty-six clauses by which the
preamble is followed, there is unfolded in them a plan of
the most comprehensive description, one going far beyond
that for an east-end medical college affiliated to the
University. After defining the constitution of the body of
governors, which is drawn up very skilfully, the Bill
indicates the powers with which they are to be invested.
These include the appointment of professors and lecturers,
not only in medicine, but also in the other arts, sciences,

’ 

and branches of learning. Plainly what is contemplated
is not merely a medical school, but a complete group
of Faculties, as in a University. The governors are to
have extensive powers in the way of purchasing land,
houses, &c. for providing lecture-rooms, houses for the
residence of the professors of the College, and so on. The
professors are to have the same " status, duties, rights, and
privileges as those of the University; while the students
are to enjoy the same privileges, and be subject to the same
discipline and regulations as those of the University. The
scheme contemplated is a bold one; its expediency is a

totally different matter, and has yet to be demonstrated.
Those who hope for healthy University development will
look rather to Professor Edward Caird’s scheme for the
strengthening of the University from within than to such
ill-considered legislative attempts as that sketched above.

Glasgow, ’Feb. 14th.

DUBLIN.

(From our own Correspondent.)

DUBLIN HOSPITAL SUNDAY FUND.

THE Council, in their report read at the annual meeting,
held last week, state that the total amount of the collections
for 1887 was X3957 9s. 8d. This shows a decrease of some
&pound;200 as compared with the previous year, a result due to the
great depression which still exists throughout the country.
The Council refer to the Bill brought in by the city members
proposing legislation regarding the Dublin hospitals on the
lines indicated in the report of the Commission appointed
by Lord Spencer to inquire into the management of these
institutions; but, strange to relate, neither the Commission
of 1885 nor the promoters of the Bill communicated with
the Council of the Fund on the subject, although both were
disposed to deal with the funds collected on Hospital
Sunday. The Committee of Distribution having ascertained
that a sum of about &pound;3700 was available for distribution, dis-
tributed &pound;3435 amongst the participating institutions in
- consideration of subscriptions received and work done, with
an added bonus of 7&frac12; per cent. to those hospitals which had
provided trained supervision for their nurses, thus following
the same plan as in 1886. The Adelaide Hospital obtained
&pound;847 16s. 6d., the highest amount allocated to any institu-
tion, and the Whitworth X40 Os. lOd., the lowest.

PROPOSED MD. DEGREE FOR THE IRISH COLLEGES.

The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and the College
- of Physicians are presenting a petition to Her Majesty to
obtain a new Charter, so as to possess powers to grant a
degree which shall carry with it the title of " Doctor." This
action of the Colleges is for the purpose of their being placed
’in an equal position with the London and Scotch Colleges
in obtaining the power to confer an M.D. degree.

CITY OF DUBLIN HOSPITAL.

At a recent meeting of the medical staff, Dr. Thomas
’Smyth, resident surgeon, was presented with an address
and a gold watch, in recognition of the efficient manner in
which he had discharged the duties of his post.

SMALL-POX IN DUBLIN.

About a dozen cases of small-pox are under treatment in
hospital. The week before last several fresh cases occurred,
and this week a person was attacked with a disease in a
house in which there had been previous cases. As showing
the benefit of rev iccination, it may be mentioned that this
latter patient was the only person in the house who had
not been recently revaccinated.
Surgeon-Major J. R. Keogh has been appointed to the

Commission ot the Peace for Queen’s County.
Dublin, Feb. 14th. 

________________

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

ALBUMENS.

IN his researches on normal and pathological albumens,
M. Joseph Bechamp, a distinguished biologist, has brought
to light two facts. The first, which interests the physio-
logist as well as the philosopher, is that, by the attentive
study of the nitrogenous matters of the eggs of ovipares,
the author has been led to this remarkable conclusion-viz.:
Even chemically an animal is what it is in the egg from
which it proceeds, not only as regards its organised elements,
but by the different nature of its albumens, its other albu-
minoid matters, and its zymoses (fermentiscible principles).
The second fact, which interests pathological physiology,
and particularly diagnosis, is that, in effusions, there never
exists one albumen alone, which would be that of the
serum of the blood; but there would be several, which differ
from it individually and profoundly, among which are the
zymoses. In submitting these researches to the Academy of
Sciences, M. Bechamp has, moreover, established the fact
that there exists a relation of cause and effect between
the membrane or the morbid tissue, through which the
transudation is produced, and the albumens of the effusion,
which are always the same, variable only in quantity for
the same tissue that has been traversed. In other words,
the membrane or the morbid tissue exercises a profound
chemical action on the albumens of the blood.

THE TRANSPORT OF OXYGEN.

Dr. H&eacute;nocque is the inventor of a method of examining
the blood, based on the fact that in examining the thumb-
nail with a small spectroscope one could follow the trans-
formations of oxyh&aelig;moglobin, the substance which, con-
tained in the globules of the blood, serves to transport in
tissues the oxygen furnished by the air. In this way, one can
easily measure therapidity with which the interchanges of the
oxygenated blood and the anatomical elements take place.
Dr. H&eacute;nocque has just performed some physiological experi-
ments from the Tower of Eiffel which is being erected for
the great Exhibition of 1889. The object of the experiment
was precisely to determine the influence exercised on the
activity of these changes by the ascension of 270 steps of
the staircase to reach the height of 55 metres, which
nearly represents that of the first floor of the tower. The
experiments performed by Dr. H&eacute;nocque on three tourists
have confirmed the results obtained by him in other circum-
stances&mdash;viz, that the activity of reduction is augmented
by the muscular exertion caused by the ascension of a
staircase, or, in other words, that the muscular labour is
accompanied by a greater activity in the exchange of the
oxygen between the tissues.

THE ACTION OF BILE.

At a recent meeting of the Academy of Sciences, M. A.
Dastre read a paper on the action of bile on alimentation.
After having recalled the results of his researches on the
presence and the action of tne bile in the stomach, and
stated that he was very probably the first who had practised
the operation of cholecysto-intestinal fistula, the author
gave the results of this operation executed from a physio-
logical point of view-that is to say, with the view of
solving the problem of the digestion of fats. The conclusion
of this important study is the following: "If the observation
of the rabbit--in which nature had realised, so to speak, the
experiment of the cholecysto-intestinal fistula, which ex-
periment is the counterpart of that performed by the author
on the dog-teaches us that the bile alone is, in the living,


